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huket Governor Sophon Suwan-
Pnamt‘has voiced his support
for Phuket to be given ‘special
administrative status’, marking a
milestone for the decades-long call by
the island’s leading figures for Phuket
to have more autonomy in order to
address the island’s most pressing
issues, including traffic, water supply,
- wastewater and overdevelopment.
~ Governor Sophon announced
‘his support for the move during an
address delivered at the 2024 An-

22

General Meeting of the Phuket

ggtbned his vision for the
overnance of the province.
\g his support for transition-
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ing Phuket’s governance model to a
special administrative status, like
that in effect in Pattaya and Bangkok.

The event, attended by key figures

including PCC President Kongsak
Koophongsakorn, Phuket Provincial
Administrative Organisation (PPAO)
President Rewat Areerob and other
prominent local leaders, marked
a significant moment in Phuket’s
political landscape. As Governor of
Phuket, Mr Sophon is a Bangkok-
appointed official.

Governor Sophon praised the
PCC as a pivotal force in fostering
collaboration between the private
sector and government agencies. He
emphasised the chamber’s vital role in
driving economic and social develop-
ment in the province, highlighting its
success in tackling various challenges
alongside governmental initiatives.
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Phuket Governor Sophon Suwannarat
explains Phuket’s situation to Prime Minister |
Srettha Thavisin during a meeting at Phuket
airport on Apr 19. Photo: PR Phuket

BUDGETS

In advocating for a shift in govern-
ance, Governor Sophon highlighted
the pressing need for Phuket to access
greater fiscal autonomy. Currently
constrained by a limited budget, he
argued that the province’s development
potential is stifled. Drawing parallels
with the administrative structures of
Pattaya and Bangkok, he proposed
a reformed model whereby Phuket
could assume greater control over
taxation and budget allocation.

Under the proposed framework,
Governor Sophon suggested the es-
tablishment of an elected provincial
governor, empowered to oversee
strategic management while also
advocating for a revised system of
budget allocation. He proposed a
new mechanism by which a portion
of provincial GDP and tax revenues

would be reinvested locally, fostering
healthy competition among provinces
to drive economic growth. 1

The Governor also announced
significant infrastructure projects
aimed at addressing pressing chal-
lenges facing Phuket.

These included the construction
of four additional traffic routes, as
reviewed by Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin one week earlier, on Apr
19, as well as initiatives to expand
traffic lanes and improve water in-
frastructure, including tapping into
water resources from the Cheow Lan
Lake in Surat Thani to mitigate long-
standing water shortages.
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Legend
Existing Canal

Proposed storm
water sewer line

Potential storm water
line under Gardens of
Eden’s road to allow
a shorter distance to
the canals - requires
GoE permission

Existing dry canal bed
and natural water
course

Surface Water
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