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1. Introduction

This report provides a comprehensive fact-check analysis of a paid news article
(advertorial) about the AYANA development project, published as a press release in The
Phuket News on December 2, 2025 1 . The analysis was conducted to verify the article's
factual accuracy, cross-referencing its claims with existing documentation regarding
ongoing court cases, administrative investigations, and other reported incidents.

2. Executive Summary

The investigation reveals that the AYANA advertorial contains at least six major factual
inaccuracies, primarily achieved through material omissions and misleading claims. The
article celebrates the "official launch" of the AYANA brand, portraying it as a prestigious,
award-winning, and sustainable development. This narrative is fundamentally at odds with
documented evidence showing the developer was embroiled in significant legal and
regulatory controversies at the exact time of its launch party and the article's publication.

The most significant inaccuracies involve the complete failure to disclose that the
developer, Ayana Phuket Co., Ltd., had been named as a party in an Administrative Court
case just 20 days prior and was under a formal investigation by Thailand's environmental
protection agency (ONEP) for alleged environmental law breaches. The celebratory launch
and glowing press release occurred against a backdrop of intense regulatory scrutiny,
which was entirely omitted from the narrative presented to the public.

Key Inaccuracy Category Brief Description

Failure to disclose that the developer was
1. Omission of Court Case named a party in an ongoing Administrative
Court case just before the launch event.

Claims of "sustainable design" are contradicted
2. Misleading Sustainability Claims by an active ONEP investigation into
environmental law and EIA breaches.

A"grand celebration" was held just days after
3. Omission of Illegal Worker Incident illegal workers were arrested at a construction
site in the same area.



Questionable "luxury" awards are used as the
4. Misleading Use of Awards primary validation of quality, deflecting from
actual regulatory issues.

The celebratory narrative is contradicted by
5. False Impression of Transparency official statements that developers were
"evasive" and "inaccurate" with authorities.

The article ignores the fact that the launch
6. Omission of Regulatory Context occurred during an intense, publicly reported
crackdown on illegal development.

3. Detailed Analysis of Inaccuracies

3.1. Inaccuracy #1: Omission of Active Court Case

The advertorial celebrates the brand's launch with a "grand celebration" on November 29,
2025, creating an image of unblemished success. This is a material omission. On November
12,2025, a mere 17 days before the party, the Phuket Administrative Court formally named
Ayana Phuket Co., Ltd. as an "intervenor" in Case No. S.1/2564 2 . This case directly
involves challenges to the legality of development permits and environmental compliance
in the Layan area. To host a launch party and issue a press release without disclosing this
direct involvement in an active court case is profoundly misleading.

3.2. Inaccuracy #2: Misleading "Sustainable Design" Claims

The article is saturated with claims of environmental responsibility, repeatedly highlighting
the project's "sustainable design" and "sustainable practices" 1 . However, these claims
are directly undermined by the ongoing ONEP investigation. The Layan Residents Group
complaint, which triggered the investigation, specifically targets AYANA Heights for failing
to comply with its approved EIA, leading to ongoing environmental nuisances 3 .
Furthermore, ONEP is investigating allegations that the developers submitted inaccurate
EIA data, including hillside cutting and drainage designs 3 . Touting "sustainability" while
under formal investigation for environmental breaches is a significant factual
misrepresentation.

3.3. Inaccuracy #3: Omission of Illegal Worker Incident & Timing

The article paints a picture of a flawless launch event. It omits crucial context regarding
labor compliance. On November 24, 2025, just five days before the AYANA launch party, The
Phuket News reported that eight foreign nationals were arrested for working illegally at a
construction site in Bang Tao, the same district as AYANA's projects, during an immigration



sweep 4 .While the report does not name the specific construction site, the timing and
location are highly relevant. Holding a "grand celebration" and publishing a glowing
advertorial just days after such an incident in the immediate vicinity, without any
acknowledgment, conceals significant operational and compliance risks.

3.4. Inaccuracy #4: Misleading Use of Questionable Awards

The advertorial heavily relies on the "Luxury Lifestyle Awards" to establish credibility, with
the CEO stating the awards "validate our approach" 1 . Thisis a misleading marketing
tactic. Research into such awards reveals a widespread "pay-to-play" model where entry
may be free, but winners often pay significant fees for marketing packages and promotional
rights 5 .These awards are not a substitute for genuine regulatory compliance. Using these
questionable accolades as the primary evidence of quality, while omitting any mention of
the court case or the ONEP investigation, is a classic example of propaganda over
substance.

3.5. Inaccuracy #5: False Impression of Transparency

The celebratory tone of the article and the quotes from company leadership project an
image of a transparent and cooperative enterprise. This is contradicted by the official
statements from ONEP. The agency's Secretary General, Bannaruk Sermthong, noted that
developers in the Layan area, which includes AYANA, often provided "evasive, inaccurate
or irrelevant" responses to official inquiries and resident complaints 3 . The advertorial's
narrative of a successful, community-focused launch is a facade that conceals a
documented history of non-cooperation with regulatory bodies.

3.6. Inaccuracy #6: Omission of Broader Regulatory Context

The AYANA launch and press release did not happen in a stable market, but rather during a
period of intense and widely publicized regulatory crackdown in Phuket. The advertorial
completely ignores this critical context, which includes:

* A massive NACC anti-corruption probe into 54 construction projects announced shortly
after the article's publication 6 .

* Adetailed news report on the ONEP investigation into AYANA and other Layan
developments published just two days before the advertorial 3.

* The arrest of illegal construction workers in the immediate vicinity just days before the
launch party 4.

To present a celebratory launch story while omitting the fact that the entire industry, and
their project specifically, was under a microscope for legal and environmental violations is
a deliberate manipulation of the narrative.



4. Conclusion

The AYANA advertorial is a work of marketing propaganda designed to construct a reality
that is completely detached from the documented facts. It uses questionable awards and a
celebratory event to project an image of success and sustainability, while deliberately
concealing its involvement in an active court case, a formal environmental investigation,
and the broader context of a government crackdown on illegal development practices. The
article is not a factual account of a company's launch but a calculated exercise in public
relations damage control.
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6. Legal Disclaimer

This report analyzes publicly available information about corporate entities and their
publicly marketed claims, for consumer protection purposes. It is not intended to provide
legal advice. Readers should consult with qualified legal counsel for advice on specific legal
issues.
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